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Turspay, 21 May, 1793. 
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If grace or fweetnefs in my verfe abound, 
Enough my Mufe has fung to be renown’d : 
But if no merit mark my humble lays, 


Why longer fhould I toil in queft of praife ? 


i En) ee ee ronw 


INC A POMIN 








He ENR IER, Bi EE ARR 


‘Tue progrefs of a Periodical Paper 
may not unaptly be faid to be an epitome of life. 
The writer fets out with hope, glee and fpirit. He 
fondly talks of his fchemes of acquiring wealth and 
fame, and for a while enjoys the golden dream of 
fuccefs. He imagines, that he has difcovered a path, 
which others have not obferved, or which they have 
forbeared to purfue ; and doubts not that it was re- 
ferved for him to open mines of inftruclion and ex- 


plore regions of entertainment. 
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ScarceLy has he begun his journey, when the 
profpect is lefs fair: yet Hope, the attendant of 
Enterprife, forbids him to be fad, and his earlier 
difappointments are afcribed to caufes, which pro- 
mife foon to difappear. He attributes farcafm or 

neglect to the malevolence of competitors or the fi- 
lence of friends: and doubts not that his merit will 
fhortly blaze forth, dazzling Envy and enlightening 
Jonorance. 


In the mean time, he endeavours to adopt his 
manner to the public talte, and in the purfuit of po- 
pularity, effays all the arts of pleafing. If gravity 
fail to fecure him refpect, he affumes an air of 
cheerfulnefs : if familiarity be the fubje&t of com- 
plaint, he quits the topic of the day for moral dift 
quifition. He finds, however, that the objects of 
cenfure are equally numerous with the ways of 
courting applaufe; fo that when every artifice has 
been employed, perhaps, with little fuccefs, weari- 
ed with difappointment, and difgufted with caprice, 
he refolves to relinquifh his defign, and retires from 
the notice of thofe, whom he has vainly fought to 
pleafe. Reafons, fomewhat different, but not 
wholly diffimilar to thefe, have occafioned the pre- 
fent determination of the Country Specrator; 
who thus early in the progrefs of his undertaking 
bids his Readers adieu, and clofes his volume. 


Ir is not my defign to make this my laft Paper, a 
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funeral oration of myfelf, or to offend the Reader by 
an endeavour to difplay excellence, which he has ne- 
ver difcovered and confequently never applauded. 
Lam fufficiently aware of the many imperfections, 
with which the beft of my performances are charge- 
able ; nor can I jufily complain that the reception ot 
my work has been lefs favourable, than it deferved, 
For part, however, of its imperfections I may furely 
be allowed to apologize, if truth be not violated in 
the attempt or modefty infringed. 


Tue Country Spefator enjoyed few of the advan. 
taces, which have contributed to the excellence of 
moft of his predeceflors. He could not depend on 
adiftance when he was weary, or promife variety to 
his fpeculations from the number of his Correfpond- 
ents. When it is feen, that for only /x entire Pa- 
pers he is indebted to his friends, it will be confeffed 
that the burthen of the undertaking refted almoft 
folely on himfelf : and whoever has encountered the 
tafk of writing at ftated periods, will readily teftify, 
that the burthen is heavier than is generally believ- 
€d, or, perhaps, than he himfelf had imagined. 


Sri_ it muft be confefled, that the production of 


of a weekly Effay is by no means an /derculean labour, 
where the writer has little elfe to do than to collect 
remarks and amufe his imagination. But tt was not 
amid eafe and leifure, that thefe Papers were produ- 
ced. They were written during fhort intervals flo- 
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yn, when the fpirits 

‘ligue or the mind fickened 

me, when the neceflity of wri- 

endered doubly painful, when exertion 

eeble, and excellence is fcarcely to be at- 

tained. Thefe confiderations may defervedly foften 

the feverity of Criticifm, though they cannot melt 

it into kindnefs ; they may ferve to mitigate cenfure, 
though they cannot fecure applaufe. 


On a review, however, of thefe Effays, I cannot 
think them altogether fo defective in variety, as 
might have been expected from the paucity of the 
Authors. I have fometimes endeavoured to lead 
the Reader into abftract fpeculation, and fometimes 
I have prattled about the nonfenfe of the day : in 
fome inftances I have paid regard to the rotundity of 
periods and correctnefs of compofition ; in others |] 


have attempted to be colloquial, and have been neg- 
ligent from defign. 


How far thefe Papers may claim the praife of ori- 
cinality, 1 muft leave to the determination of thofe, 
who by extenfive reading are enabled to detect pla- 
ciarifm or fervile imitation. In the mean time | 
am fatisfied in the confciouinefs of having, in no in- 
ftance, Knowingly ufed the fentiments of others 
without acknowledging the obligation. On _ the 
contrary, | have more than once fuppreifed the pub- 
lication ofan Eflay, from a timely difcovery that the 
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fubject had been anticipated and treated in nearly 
the fame manner by fome preceding writer. 


I wave adopted the cuftom of prefixing a fhort 
quotation to every Number, in conformity with the 
practice of the earlier Effayifts, though it has been 
neglected and exploded by many of their fucceffors. 
This I have done, from an opinion that where there 
exifts a happy coincidence betwixt the thought in the 
motto and the general tenor of the Paper, the mind 
of the Reader feels a degree of pleafure, which it 
could not otherwife have received. That this coin- 
cidence exifts between any of the mottoes and Pa- 
pers in this work, is more than I dare affirm: but 
the poffibility of fuccefs was fufhicient to juflify the 
attempt. 


Tuart all thefe Papers fhould be appropriate was 
never profeffed or intended: but if upon enquiry it 
be found, that a confiderable majority of them are 
on fuch fubjects, as more particularly belong to 
Country life, the end of the writer will have been 
fully accomplifhed. He withed only to give the 
whole a fort of rural afpect, fuch as the writings of 
none of his predeceffors have hitherto aliumed. 


Wuat, then, are the hopes of a w riter, whole 
work is confeffedly fo impertect and whole defign is 
left thus incomplete ? Who had conceived an an 
tenfive plan, and had fixt upon a fubject, which 
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might have produced volumes ?—They are, that the 
Country Spectator will be confidered asa Frag- 
ment, affording a prefumption of what might be 
done, rather than a fpecimen of any thing yet eflect- 
ed; and fufficient to furnifha hint to thofe, who 
enjoy eafe and opportunity in the Country, who 
tread the paths of obfervation, and who can rely upon 
affifttance. This is all that 1 can reafonably expect 
from impartial decifion. But, whatever may be the 
fentence pronounced on my trifles by the voice of 
Criticiim, I fondly indulge the hope, that in the 
neighbourhood of the place where thefe Papers were 
publifhed, my name will linger a while, ere it 
glide down the current of time into the ocean of 


‘oblivion. 
Te Fe MIDDLETON. 


To a Correfpondent. 
The C.S. is happy in having well-wifhers, fuch as the writes 


of the letter ficned SIMKIN. 


THE END. 





SPENT an er ere er ma 


aS A DL PEO IR IME IS TeV 
aed 7 Kd ¥ 








me a at RI ONL Nai At ere Bf os, sone CET Mga ae getatlag SPP TP 


